Whoever receives you receives me
MONDAY JULY 13 (Mt 10,34-11,1)

The profession of faith, of listening, of obedience made by Christ the Lord, reported by the Gospel according to John, reveals to us the truth that is at the foundation of every other truth: “Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me believes not only in me but also in the one who sent me, and whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. I came into the world as light, so that everyone who believes in me might not remain in darkness. And if anyone hears my words and does not observe them, I do not condemn him, for I did not come to condemn the world but to save the world. Whoever rejects me and does not accept my words has something to judge him: the word that I spoke, it will condemn him on the last day, because I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. So what I say, I say as the Father told me.” (Jn 12,44-50). There is a perfect identity of Word and works between Jesus and the Father. All Jesus did and said is by the will of the Father. Even the modalities are from the Father.
This testimony given to the Jewish people in Jerusalem is confirmed by Jesus to Thomas and Philip in the Upper Room: “Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves.” (Jn 14,5-11). Jesus’ obedience to the Father, always under motion, inspiration, and conduction of the Holy Spirit ensures that there is no difference of will between Christ Jesus and the Father. Whoever welcomes Jesus welcomes the Father, because in Jesus, for Jesus, and with Jesus is the Father who speaks and works. 

At that time, Jesus said to his apostles: “Do not think that I have come to bring peace upon the earth. I have come to bring not peace but the sword. For I have come to set a man ‘against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s enemies will be those of his household.’ Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is righteous will receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because he is a disciple — amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” When Jesus finished giving these commands to his twelve disciples, he went away from that place to teach and to preach in their towns.
When a disciple of Jesus will be able to say: “Whoever welcomes me, welcomes Christ Jesus who sent me?” He will be able to say it only when he listens to Jesus as Jesus listened to the Father. When he obeys Jesus as Jesus obeyed the Father. When his works are of Jesus as the works of Jesus were works of the Father. St. Paul confesses that he still has not reached the perfection of Christ Jesus, but runs in order to reach it: “It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity, but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. Brothers, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.” (Cfr. Phi 3,1-14). Paolo is constantly growing. So he will say to the Galatians: “I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and given himself up for me.” (Gal 2,19-20). Truly whoever sees Paul sees Christ, listens to Christ.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that every Christian run for reaching Christ.
